
In 1997 a 

volcano erupted 

in Montserrat 

and everyone 

had to leave the 

island. 

In the 1800s 

some criminals 

were sent from 

Britain to 

Australia for 

stealing food. 

From 1850 many 

people from 

China took jobs 

on British ships. 

The shipowners 

sometimes took 

away their jobs 

when they 

reached Britain. 

In 49 CE many 

Romans came to 

Britain to make 

it part of the 

Roman Empire. 

In the early 

1970s some 

American men 

went to Canada 

because they 

did not want to 

fight in 

Vietnam. 

In the 1970s 

and 1980s young 

Black South 

Africans came 

secretly to 

Britain so that 

they could 

study. 

In 1620 a group 

of Dutch and 

English people 

sailed to 

America to be 

free to follow 

their religion. 

In the 1930s 

people who did 

not agree with 

the government, 

or who were 

Jewish, left 

Germany and 

moved to Britain 

and the USA, to 

avoid being put 

in concentration 

camps 

In 1974 Turkey 

took over 

Northern 

Cyprus. Many 

Greek and 

Turkish 

Cypriots moved 

to Britain 

because they 

had no homes. 

In the 1950s 

people were 

asked to come 

from the West 

Indies to help 

Britain by 

working as 

doctors, nurses, 

train, and bus 

drivers 

In the 1840s 

people left 

Ireland and 

went to the 

USA or Britain 

because the 

potato crop 

failed, and they 

had no food. 

When Germany 

attached 

Belgium in 1914, 

the British 

government said 

that any 

Belgians could 

come to Britain. 

C2000 BCE 

thousands of 

Jewish people 

walked from 

Egypt to Israel 

to build a new 

home where 

they would not 

have to be 

slaves. 

From 1760 many 

people from 

Bangladesh took 

jobs on British 

ships. The 

shipowners 

sometimes took 

away their jobs 

when they 

reached London 

When Germany 

attached 

Belgium in 1914, 

the British 

government said 

that any 

Belgians could 

come to Britain. 

In the last few 

years, some 

older people 

from Britain 

have retired to 

France and 

Spain. 

The Huguenots 

moved from 

France to 

Britain after 

1685, because 

they were not 

allowed to 

practise their 

religion 

In Afghanistan, 

after 1991,  

girls and women 

could not study. 

Many left the 

country. 

 


